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Advent House Spring Semester Retreat,
January 24-25— This year the retreat took
place at the home of Dick and Doris Denney
and featured community building activities, a
dessert social with church members and the
history of the Advent House told by Harold
Duckett.
Twenty or so church members and students
gathered together in the Denney’s living room
to hear the story of the ministry’s beginnings.
“How many of you are 25?” Harold began, “and
how many of you college students think that
you could start something like Advent House?”
Evidently both he and his wife Beverly were

in their mid-twenties and, according to
Harold, had little money in the
beginning.
“Don’t think that you aren’t able to
do something like this. You can! All
you
need
to
do
is
try.”
Throughout his talk,
Harold
emphasized the need to continue
moving forward even though a
situation may seem insurmountable;
especially
when
attempting
something that hasn’t quite been done
before.
Harold then shared how back then
many college students would walk
from campus to the Duckett’s
downtown business for weekly
fellowship and Bible study. After some
time, Harold began thinking that
students should have a place on
campus to gather instead of walking
the
city
late
at
night.
Through his connections at the
University, he and Beverly learned of a
house owned by a former English
professor who had passed away. The
location of the house was perfect; as it

was in the center of campus.
Harold testified to the miracles that
continually occurred during their faith
journey in purchasing the Terrace
Avenue property. God always seemed
to provide just at the nick of time!
They received assistance from both the
local church and the conference and
were able to pay off the mortgage,
never missing one single payment.
Brandon Cathey, an Advent House
resident and Physics PhD student at UT,
commented that this was his favorite
part of the retreat and that he especially
appreciated listening to the story of
how Advent House came to be.
*******************************
Many alumni have been instrumental in
supporting this ministry. Whether it has
been through the contribution of their
time, energy and resources to improve
and maintain the ministry’s property; by
recruiting and mentoring students, or
spending significant time in prayer. To all
of you, we want to thank you and pray
that God continues to bless your efforts!
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and Methodist student groups, and
being a part of the student leadership
team at AH were all highlights of my
experience. But the lifelong friends I
have made passing through the doors
of AH are the most lasting, and I have
cherished every one of those
friendships to this day.
What have you been up to since
graduating from UT?

Who are those people in our lives we
appreciate? How often do we take the time
to express how much they mean to us and
not only for what they do, but for who they
are?
The week of Valentine’s Day, Advent
House hosted an appreciation week,
providing craft materials and candy for
folks to stop by to put together tokens of
appreciation. In spite of the winter storm
that swept through Knoxville, Advent
Housers were still able to exchange
valentine’s with their significant others,
friends, peers and even faculty members (it
was also Faculty Appreciation Week at UT).
At the end of the week we gathered for
fellowship and an agape feast, during which
there was time for worship, prayer and
Bible Trivia.

Marcus Johnson
Years active 1997-2003
What were some of the things
that you enjoyed most about
your experience?
My experience was unique and it
expanded through three different
AH Chaplains, Ron Pickell, Zane Yi
& John Grys and their multiple
assistants. Getting to know them all
was a great pleasure, but I learned
the most from Ron, who was there
my first four years. He was always
gracious and giving of his time to
talk to students about their
problems. I changed the way I
thought
about
Jesus
and
Christianity; I learned that I didn’t
know the Word as well as I thought,
and I studied the Bible more
intensely than I ever had before.
The numerous retreats, the joint
spring break mission trip to Mexico
in 2000 with the Catholic

Since graduating, I have been working
for the National Park Service at Shiloh
National Military Park for the past 10
years. It’s been an awesome
experience, and it has been a blessing
and a privilege to interpret, protect, and
educate the public about the cultural
and natural history of the battlefield. I
have one of the coolest jobs in the
world! I love to travel and I’ve visited 37
of the lower states. I am also involved in
my local church serving as a Sabbath
School teacher and youth leader.
What are your future hopes for Advent
House?
It’s a blessing to see the “Advent House
model” grow and evolve into the
Adventist Christian Fellowship. It is a
mission field; it exists to keep Adventist
students at secular college campuses
rooted and grounded in the faith. It also
encourages them to share that faith
with others. My prayer for AH is for
students to continue to be that
lighthouse for all who walk through its
doors.

Connect with us at:
www.adventhouse.org or
The Advent House Alumni at UTK
Facebook Page
Michaela Lawrence Jeffery
Director/Chaplain
(865) 522-3193
mlawrence@gccsda.org
Krystal Barnes
Assistant Chaplain
krystal.krystabell@gmail.com

We are always looking for ways to better connect with our
Advent House alumni, so if you have any ideas or what like
to help us reach other former Advent House folks please
get in touch with us!
Please note that our P.O. Box has changed:
P.O. BOX 3067, Knoxville, TN 37927

